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§ 5.315 Content of pet rules: General 
requirements. 

(a) Housing programs. The project 
owner shall prescribe reasonable rules 
to govern the keeping of common 
household pets. The pet rules must in-
clude the mandatory rules described in 
§ 5.350 and may, unless otherwise noted 
in this subpart C, include other discre-
tionary provisions as provided in 
§ 5.318. 

(b) Public Housing programs. (1) PHAs 
may choose not to promulgate rules 
governing the keeping of common 
household pets or may include rules as 
provided in § 5.318. PHAs may elect to 
include provisions based on those in 
§ 5.350. If they so choose, the PHAs may 
modify the provisions in § 5.350 in any 
manner consistent with this subpart C. 

(2) If PHAs choose to promulgate pet 
rules, tenants must be permitted to 
own and keep pets in their units in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions 
of their leases, the provisions of this 
subpart C, and any applicable State or 
local law or regulation governing the 
owning or keeping of pets in dwelling 
accommodations. 

(3) PHAs that choose not to promul-
gate pet rules, shall not impose, by 
lease modification or otherwise, any 
requirement that is inconsistent with 
the provisions of this subpart C. 

(c) Use of discretion. (1) This subpart C 
does not define with specificity the 
limits of the project owners’ or PHAs’ 
discretion to promulgate pet rules. 
Where a project owner or PHA has dis-
cretion to prescribe pet rules under 
this subpart C, the pet rules should be: 

(i) Reasonably related to furthering a 
legitimate interest of the project 
owner or PHA, such as the owner’s or 
PHA’s interest in providing a decent, 
safe, and sanitary living environment 
for existing and prospective tenants 
and in protecting and preserving the 
physical condition of the project and 
the owner’s or PHA’s financial interest 
in it; and 

(ii) Drawn narrowly to achieve the 
owner’s or PHA’s legitimate interests, 
without imposing unnecessary burdens 
and restrictions on pet owners and pro-
spective pet owners. 

(2) Where a project owner or PHA has 
discretion to prescribe pet rules under 
this subpart C, the owner or PHA may 

vary the rules’ content among projects 
and within individual projects, based 
on factors such as the size, type, loca-
tion, and occupancy of the project or 
its units, provided that the applicable 
rules are reasonable and do not conflict 
with any applicable State or local law 
or regulation governing the owning or 
keeping of pets in dwelling accom-
modations. 

(d) Conflict with State or local law. The 
pet rules adopted by the project owner 
or PHA shall not conflict with applica-
ble State or local law or regulations. If 
such a conflict may exist, the State 
and local law or regulations shall 
apply. 

§ 5.318 Discretionary pet rules. 

Pet rules promulgated by project 
owners and PHAs may include, but are 
not limited to, consideration of the fol-
lowing factors: 

(a) Definitions of ‘‘common household 
pet’’—(1) For Public Housing programs. 
The pet rules established by a PHA 
may contain a reasonable definition of 
a common household pet. 

(2) For Housing programs. Project 
owners wishing to define ‘‘common 
household pet’’ in their pet rules must 
use the Housing programs definition of 
the term in § 5.306. 

(b) Density of tenants and pets. (1)(i) 
The pet rules established under this 
section may take into account tenant 
and pet density. The pet rules may 
place reasonable limitations on the 
number of common household pets that 
may be allowed in each dwelling unit. 
In the case of group homes, the pet 
rules may place reasonable limitations 
on the number of common household 
pets that may be allowed in each home. 

(ii) For Housing programs. Under these 
rules, project owners may limit the 
number of four-legged, warm-blooded 
pets to one pet in each dwelling unit or 
group home. 

(iii) Other than the limitations de-
scribed in this paragraph (b)(1), the pet 
rules may not limit the total number 
of pets allowed in the project. 

(2) As used in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section, the term ‘‘group home’’ means: 

(i) For purposes of Housing programs. A 
small, communal living arrangement 
designed specifically for individuals 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 16:04 May 11, 2012 Jkt 226079 PO 00000 Frm 00065 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\24\24V1.TXT ofr150 PsN: PC150



56 

24 CFR Subtitle A (4–1–12 Edition) § 5.318 

who are chronically mentally ill, devel-
opmentally disabled, or physically dis-
abled who require a planned program of 
continual supportive services or super-
vision (other than continual nursing, 
medical or psychiatric care). 

(ii) For purposes of Public Housing pro-
grams. A dwelling or dwelling unit for 
the exclusive residential use of elderly 
persons or persons with disabilities 
who are not capable of living com-
pletely independently and who require 
a planned program of continual sup-
portive services or supervision (other 
than continual nursing, medical or psy-
chiatric care). 

(c) Pet size and pet type. The pet rules 
may place reasonable limitations on 
the size, weight, and type of common 
household pets allowed in the project. 

(d) Potential financial obligations of 
tenants—(1) Pet deposits. The pet rules 
may require tenants who own or keep 
pets in their units to pay a refundable 
pet deposit. In the case of project own-
ers, this pet deposit shall be limited to 
those tenants who own or keep cats or 
dogs in their units. This deposit is in 
addition to any other financial obliga-
tion generally imposed on tenants of 
the project. The project owner or PHA 
may use the pet deposit only to pay 
reasonable expenses directly attrib-
utable to the presence of the pet in the 
project, including (but not limited to) 
the cost of repairs and replacements to, 
and fumigation of, the tenant’s dwell-
ing unit and, for project owners, the 
cost of animal care facilities under 
§ 5.363. The project owner or PHA shall 
refund the unused portion of the pet 
deposit to the tenant within a reason-
able time after the tenant moves from 
the project or no longer owns or keeps 
a pet (or a cat or dog in the case of 
project owners) in the dwelling unit. 

(2) Housing programs: Maximum pet de-
posit. (i) Pet deposits for the following 
tenants shall not exceed an amount pe-
riodically fixed by HUD through no-
tice. 

(A) Tenants whose rents are sub-
sidized (including tenants of a HUD- 
owned project, whose rents were sub-
sidized before HUD acquired it) under 
one of the programs identified by HUD 
through notice. 

(B) Tenants who live in a project as-
sisted (including tenants who live in a 

HUD-owned project that was assisted 
before HUD acquired it) under one of 
the programs identified by HUD 
through notice. 

(C) For all other tenants of projects 
for the elderly or persons with disabil-
ities, the pet deposit shall not exceed 
one month’s rent at the time the pet is 
brought onto the premises. 

(ii) In establishing the maximum 
amount of pet deposit under paragraph 
(d)(2)(i) of this section, HUD will con-
sider factors such as: 

(A) Projected, estimated expenses di-
rectly attributable to the presence of 
pets in the project; 

(B) The ability of project owners to 
offset such expenses by use of security 
deposits or HUD-reimbursable ex-
penses; and 

(C) The low income status of tenants 
of projects for the elderly or persons 
with disabilities. 

(iii) For pet deposits subject to para-
graph (d)(2)(i)(A) of this section, the 
pet rules shall provide for gradual ac-
cumulation of the deposit by the pet 
owner through an initial payment not 
to exceed $50 when the pet is brought 
onto the premises, and subsequent 
monthly payments not to exceed $10 
per month until the amount of the de-
posit is reached. 

(iv) For pet deposits subject to para-
graphs (d)(2)(i)(B) and (C) of this sec-
tion, the pet rules may provide for 
gradual accumulation of the deposit by 
the pet owner. 

(v) The project owner may (subject to 
the HUD-prescribed limits) increase 
the amount of the pet deposit by 
amending the house pet rules in ac-
cordance with § 5.353. 

(A) For pet deposits subject to para-
graph (d)(2)(i)(A) of this section, the 
house pet rules shall provide for grad-
ual accumulation of any such increase 
not to exceed $10 per month for all de-
posit amounts that are being accumu-
lated. 

(B) [Reserved] 
(vi) Any pet deposit that is estab-

lished within the parameters set forth 
by paragraph (d)(2) of this section shall 
be deemed reasonable for purposes of 
this subpart C. 

(3) Public Housing programs: Maximum 
pet deposit. The maximum amount of 
pet deposit that may be charged by the 
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PHA, on a per dwelling unit basis, shall 
not exceed the higher of the Total Ten-
ant Payment (as defined in 24 CFR 
913.102) or such reasonable fixed 
amount as the PHA may require. The 
pet rules may permit gradual accumu-
lation of the pet deposit by the pet 
owner. 

(4) Housing programs: Waste removal 
charge. The pet rules may permit the 
project owner to impose a separate 
waste removal charge of up to five dol-
lars ($5) per occurrence on pet owners 
that fail to remove pet waste in accord-
ance with the prescribed pet rules. Any 
pet waste removal charge that is with-
in this five dollar ($5) limitation shall 
be deemed to be a reasonable amount 
for the purposes of this subpart C. 

(5) The pet deposit (for Housing and 
Public Housing programs) and waste 
removal charge (for Housing programs) 
are not part of the rent payable by the 
tenant. Except as provided in para-
graph (d) of this section for Housing 
programs and, paragraph (d) of this 
section and 24 CFR 966.4(b) for Public 
Housing programs, project owners or 
PHAs may not prescribe pet rules that 
impose additional financial obligations 
on pet owners that are designed to 
compensate the project owner or PHA 
for costs associated with the presence 
of pets in the project, including (but 
not limited to) requiring pet owners: 

(i) To obtain liability or other insur-
ance to cover damage caused by the 
pet; 

(ii) To agree to be strictly liable for 
all damages caused by the pet where 
this liability is not otherwise imposed 
by State or local law, or 

(iii) To indemnify the project owner 
for pet-related litigation and attor-
ney’s fees. 

(e) Standards of pet care. The pet rules 
may prescribe standards of pet care 
and handling, but must be limited to 
those necessary to protect the condi-
tion of the tenant’s unit and the gen-
eral condition of the project premises, 
or to protect the health or safety of 
present tenants, project employees, 
and the public. The pet rules may not 
require pet owners to have any pet’s 
vocal cords removed. Permitted rules 
may: 

(1) Bar pets from specified common 
areas (such as lobbies, laundry rooms, 

and social rooms), unless the exclusion 
will deny a pet reasonable ingress and 
egress to the project or building. 

(2) Require the pet owner to control 
noise and odor caused by a pet. 

(3) Housing programs: Project owners 
may also: 

(i) Require pet owners to have their 
dogs and cats spayed or neutered; and 

(ii) Limit the length of time that a 
pet may be left unattended in a dwell-
ing unit. 

(f) Pet licensing. The pet rules may re-
quire pet owners to license their pets 
in accordance with applicable State 
and local laws and regulations. (Fail-
ure of the pet rules to contain this re-
quirement does not relieve the pet 
owner of responsibility for complying 
with applicable State and local pet li-
censing requirements.) 

(g) Public Housing programs: Des-
ignated pet areas. (1) PHAs may des-
ignate buildings, floors of buildings, or 
sections of buildings as no-pet areas 
where pets generally may not be per-
mitted. Similarly, the pet rules may 
designate buildings, floors of buildings, 
or sections of buildings for residency 
generally by pet-owning tenants. The 
PHA may direct such initial tenant 
moves as may be necessary to establish 
pet and no-pet areas. The PHA may not 
refuse to admit (or delay admission of) 
an applicant for tenancy on the 
grounds that the applicant’s admission 
would violate a pet or no-pet area. The 
PHA may adjust the pet and no-pet 
areas or may direct such additional 
moves as may be necessary (or both) to 
accommodate such applicants for ten-
ancy or to meet the changing needs of 
existing tenants. 

(2) Project owners may not designate 
pet areas in buildings in their pet 
rules. 

(h) Pets temporarily on the premises. 
The pet rules may exclude from the 
project pets not owned by a tenant that 
are to be kept temporarily on the 
project premises. For the purposes of 
paragraph (h) of this section, pets are 
to be kept ‘‘temporarily’’ if they are to 
be kept in the tenant’s dwelling accom-
modations for a period of less than 14 
consecutive days and nights. HUD, 
however, encourages project owners 
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and PHAs to permit the use of a vis-
iting pet program sponsored by a hu-
mane society, or other nonprofit orga-
nization. 

§ 5.321 Lease provisions. 

(a) Lease provisions. (1) PHAs which 
have established pet rules and project 
owners shall ensure that the leases for 
all tenants of projects for the elderly 
or persons with disabilities: 

(i) State that tenants are permitted 
to keep common household pets in 
their dwelling units (subject to the pro-
visions of this subpart and the pet 
rules); 

(ii) Shall incorporate by reference 
the pet rules promulgated by the 
project owner or PHA; 

(iii) Shall provide that the tenant 
agrees to comply with these rules; and 

(iv) Shall state that violation of 
these rules may be grounds for removal 
of the pet or termination of the pet 
owner’s tenancy (or both), in accord-
ance with the provisions of this sub-
part and applicable regulations and 
State or local law. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) Where a PHA has not established 

pet rules, the leases of all tenants of 
such projects shall not contain any 
provisions prohibiting the owning or 
keeping of common household pets, and 
shall state that owning and keeping of 
such pets will be subject to the general 
obligations imposed on the PHA and 
tenants in the lease and any applicable 
State or local law or regulation gov-
erning the owning or keeping of pets in 
dwelling accommodations. 

§ 5.324 Implementation of lease provi-
sions. 

The lease for each tenant of a project 
for the elderly or persons with disabil-
ities who is admitted on or after the 
date on which this subpart C is imple-
mented shall contain the lease provi-
sions described in § 5.321 and, if applica-
ble, § 5.360. The lease for each tenant 
who occupies a unit in such a project 
under lease on the date of implementa-
tion of this part shall be amended to 
include the provisions described in 
§ 5.321 and, if applicable, § 5.360: 

(a) For Housing programs: 

(1) Upon renewal of the lease and in 
accordance with any applicable regula-
tion; and 

(2) When a Housing program tenant 
registers a common household pet 
under § 5.350 

(b) For Public Housing programs: 
(1) Upon annual reexamination of 

tenant income in accordance with any 
applicable regulation; and 

(2) When a Public Housing program 
tenant wishes to own or keep a com-
mon household pet in his or her unit. 

§ 5.327 Nuisance or threat to health or 
safety. 

Nothing in this subpart C prohibits a 
project owner, PHA, or an appropriate 
community authority from requiring 
the removal of any pet from a project, 
if the pet’s conduct or condition is duly 
determined to constitute, under the 
provisions of State or local law, a nui-
sance or a threat to the health or safe-
ty of other occupants of the project or 
of other persons in the community 
where the project is located. 

PET OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR 
HOUSING PROGRAMS 

§ 5.350 Mandatory pet rules for hous-
ing programs. 

Mandatory rules. The project owner 
must prescribe the following pet rules: 

(a) Inoculations. The pet rules shall 
require pet owners to have their pets 
inoculated in accordance with State 
and local laws. 

(b) Sanitary standards. (1) The pet 
rules shall prescribe sanitary standards 
to govern the disposal of pet waste. 
These rules may: 

(i) Designate areas on the project 
premises for pet exercise and the de-
posit of pet waste; 

(ii) Forbid pet owners from exer-
cising their pets or permitting their 
pets to deposit waste on the project 
premises outside the designated areas; 

(iii) Require pet owners to remove 
and properly dispose of all removable 
pet waste; and 

(iv) Require pet owners to remove 
pets from the premises to permit the 
pet to exercise or deposit waste, if no 
area in the project is designated for 
such purposes. 

(2) In the case of cats and other pets 
using litter boxes, the pet rules may 
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